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Thomas Kuhn May 05 2020 Thomas Kuhn (1922-96) transformed the philosophy of science. His seminal 1962 work "The
Structure of Scientific Revolutions" introduced the term 'paradigm shift' into the vernacular and remains a fundamental text
in the study of the history and philosophy of science. This introduction to Kuhn's ideas covers the breadth of his
philosophical work, situating "The Structure of Scientific Revolutions" within Kuhn's wider thought and drawing attention to
the development of his ideas over time. Kuhn's work is assessed within the context of other philosophies of science notably
logical empiricism and recent developments in naturalized epistemology. The author argues that Kuhn's thinking betrays a
residual commitment to many theses characteristic of the empiricists he set out to challenge. Kuhn's influence on the history
and philosophy of science is assessed and where the field may be heading in the wake of Kuhn's ideas is explored.
Universals Versus Particulars: The Ultimate Intellectual War Aug 20 2021 There’s a huge hole in how humanity thinks
about reality. The problem is a very old one, but only a tiny group of philosophers ever took an interest in it. To the average
person, it’s an obscure and unfathomable issue. To the truly intelligent, it’s the key to understanding existence. To clarify
this issue is to get rid of so much junk in the way of humanity’s ability to explain reality. If you consider yourself one of the
smartest people in the world, you have to do what unintelligent people never do, and that’s to become interested in the most
rarefied topics, topics which seem absurd to the simple-minded, to the sort of people who aren’t in the game of explaining
reality and never could be. The topic of universals versus particulars is about as unlikely as it gets for understanding our
existence, and yet that’s exactly where we must look to find the ultimate answers. This debate allows us to makes sense of a
foundational problem of science: why science is totally dependent on mathematics even though the mathematical method
contradicts the scientific method in every way. Mathematics is for thinking types (rationalists), science for sensing types
(empiricists). These are two totally different types of people. Never get them confused. You have to choose a side. The
supreme question is whether reality is scientific (material; particular; sensible) or mathematical (mental; universal;
intelligible). To put it another way, is reality dead or alive? Is it a mechanism or an organism? Is it stupid, with no purpose,
as science says, or is it intelligent, and relentlessly calculating the answer to itself, and driving itself to perfect completion, as

it must if it is mathematical? Are you smart enough to understand the answer? Most people aren’t. According to Kurt Gödel,
a global conspiracy has been in place for centuries to stop humanity from studying Leibniz, the supreme rationalist, and thus,
through this neglect, to “make men stupid.” There might as well be a global conspiracy given how far mathematical
rationalism has fallen in order to create space for scientific empiricism, its philosophical opposite. Scientists, the people of
the senses, even claim to be champions of reason and logic. As if! It’s time for the greatest paradigm shift of all: from
scientific empiricism to mathematical rationalism, from sensing to thinking, from observation to logic, from matter to mind.
The Metaphysics of Science Feb 11 2021 This book provides a clear, well-founded conception of modern science. The
views advanced are not only novel, but they constitute an alternative that is superior to both the empiric-analytic and the
sociology of knowledge approaches that are prevalent today. Furthermore, the book provides a resolution of the longstanding debate between empiricism and realism, and it gives a coherent view that transcends the boundaries of the
professional philosophy of science.
Modal Empiricism Jan 25 2022 This book proposes a novel position in the debate on scientific realism: Modal Empiricism.
Modal empiricism is the view that the aim of science is to provide theories that correctly delimit, in a unified way, the range
of experiences that are naturally possible given our position in the world. The view is associated with a pragmatic account of
scientific representation and an original notion of situated modalities, together with an inductive epistemology for modalities.
It purports to provide a faithful account of scientific practice and of its impressive achievements, and defuses the main
motivations for scientific realism. More generally, Modal Empiricism purports to be the precise articulation of a pragmatist
stance towards science. This book is of interest to any philosopher involved in the debate on scientific realism, or interested
in how to properly understand the content, aim and achievements of science.
Social Empiricism May 29 2022 For the last forty years, two claims have been at the core of disputes about scientific change:
that scientists reason rationally and that science is progressive. For most of this time discussions were polarized between
philosophers, who defended traditional Enlightenment ideas about rationality and progress, and sociologists, who espoused
relativism and constructivism. Recently, creative new ideas going beyond the polarized positions have come from the history
of science, feminist criticism of science, psychology of science, and anthropology of science. Addressing the traditional
arguments as well as building on these new ideas, Miriam Solomon constructs a new epistemology of science. After
discussions of the nature of empirical success and its relation to truth, Solomon offers a new, social account of scientific
rationality. She shows that the pursuit of empirical success and truth can be consistent with both dissent and consensus, and

that the distinction between dissent and consensus is of little epistemic significance. In building this social epistemology of
science, she shows that scientific communities are not merely the locus of distributed expert knowledge and a resource for
criticism but also the site of distributed decision making. Throughout, she illustrates her ideas with case studies from latenineteenth- and twentieth-century physical and life sciences. Replacing the traditional focus on methods and heuristics to be
applied by individual scientists, Solomon emphasizes science funding, administration, and policy. One of her goals is to have
a positive influence on scientific decision making through practical social recommendations.
Ernest Nagel: Philosophy of Science and the Fight for Clarity Nov 22 2021 This volume is dedicated to the life and work
of Ernest Nagel (1901-1985) counted among the influential twentieth-century philosophers of science. Forgotten by the
history of philosophy of science community in recent years, this volume introduces Nagel’s philosophy to a new generation
of readers and highlights the merits and originality of his works. Best known in the history of philosophy as a major
American representative of logical empiricism with some pragmatist and naturalist leanings, Nagel’s interests and activities
went beyond these limits. His career was marked with a strong and determined intention of harmonizing the European
scientific worldview of logical empiricism and American naturalism/pragmatism. His most famous and systematic treatise
on, The Structure of Science, appeared just one year before Thomas Kuhn’s even more renowned, The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions. As a reflection of Nagel’s interdisciplinary work, the contributing authors’ articles are connected both
historically and systematically. The volume will appeal to students mainly at the graduate level and academic scholars. Since
the volume treats historical, philosophical, physical, social and general scientific questions, it will be of interest to historians
and philosophers of science, epistemologists, social scientists, and anyone interested in the history of analytic philosophy and
twentieth-century intellectual history.
Beyond Empiricism Sep 20 2021 Originally published in 1982. This volume explores some features of modern philosophy
of science from the point of view of their utility for sociology’s self-understanding. Recently philosophers of science have
broken with the empiricism once fundamental to their discipline, and have sought alternative methods of science. Founded
on the belief that these developments are significant for sociologists, the book explores the failings of the old "received
view" and some of the more recent alternatives. It proposes a schematic outline of the structure of inquiry, paying detailed
attention to questions about the nature of theory, explanation and demonstration.
On Theories Mar 03 2020 A renowned philosopher’s final work, illuminating how the logical empiricist tradition has failed
to appreciate the role of actual experiments in forming its philosophy of science. The logical empiricist treatment of physics

dominated twentieth-century philosophy of science. But the logical empiricist tradition, for all it accomplished, does not do
justice to the way in which empirical evidence functions in modern physics. In his final work, the late philosopher of science
William Demopoulos contends that philosophers have failed to provide an adequate epistemology of science because they
have failed to appreciate the tightly woven character of theory and evidence. As a consequence, theory comes apart from
evidence. This trouble is nowhere more evident than in theorizing about particle and quantum physics. Arguing that we must
consider actual experiments as they have unfolded across history, Demopoulos provides a new epistemology of theories and
evidence, albeit one that stands on the shoulders of giants. On Theories finds clarity in Isaac Newton’s suspicion of mere
“hypotheses.” Newton’s methodology lies in the background of Jean Perrin’s experimental investigations of molecular
reality and of the subatomic investigations of J. J. Thomson and Robert Millikan. Demopoulos extends this account to offer
novel insights into the distinctive nature of quantum reality, where a logico-mathematical reconstruction of Bohrian
complementarity meets John Stewart Bell’s empirical analysis of Einstein’s “local realism.” On Theories ultimately provides
a new interpretation of quantum probabilities as themselves objectively representing empirical reality.
Knowledge, Mind, and the Given Oct 29 2019 "This book serves three purposes, and it serves them very well. First, it
patiently, accurately and comprehensively supplies the necessary information about the historical and contemporaneous
ideas, views, problems and theories which constitute the conceptual setting for Sellars's theses and argumentation. Second, it
provides a careful and lucid section-by-section interpretative explanation of Sellars's own principal views and claims and,
crucially, undertakes to support them. And third, it offers its readers the beginnings of an engaged critical discussion of
Sellars's critique of givenness and epistemological foundationalism. What is particularly impressive about this work is its
marvelous clarity... a highly polished, accessible text..." -- Jay F Rosenberg, Taylor Grandy Professor of Philosophy,
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
Fugitive Science Sep 01 2022 "Fugitive Science excavates this story, uncovering the dynamic scientific engagements and
experiments of African American writers, performers, and other cultural producers who mobilized natural science and
produced alternative knowledges in the quest for and name of freedom. Literary and cultural critics have a particularly
important role to play in uncovering the history of fugitive science since these engagements and experiments often happened,
not in the laboratory or the university, but in print, on stage, in the garden, church, parlor, and in other cultural spaces and
productions. Routinely excluded from the official spaces of scientific learning and training, black cultural actors transformed
the spaces of the everyday into laboratories of knowledge and experimentation"--Introduction.

The Vienna Circle and Logical Empiricism Jul 19 2021 This work is for scholars, researchers and students in history and
philosophy of science focusing on Logical Empiricism and analytic philosophy (of science). It provides historical and
systematic research and deals with the influence and impact of the Vienna Circle/Logical Empiricism on today's philosophy
of science. It also explores the intellectual context of this scientific philosophy and focuses on main figures and peripheral
adherents.
Scientism Dec 24 2021 First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Images of Science Jun 29 2022 "Churchland and Hooker have collected ten papers by prominent philosophers of science
which challenge van Fraassen's thesis from a variety of realist perspectives. Together with van Fraassen's extensive reply . . .
these articles provide a comprehensive picture of the current debate in philosophy of science between realists and antirealists."—Jeffrey Bub and David MacCallum, Foundations of Physics Letters
The Comprehensibility of the Universe Oct 10 2020 The Comprehensibility of the Universe puts forward a radically new
conception of science. At present scientific enquiry is shaped by the orthodox view that in accepting or rejecting theories
scientists are impartial with respect to evidence and make no permanent assumptions about the worldindependently of the
evidence. Nicholas Maxwell argues that this view is untenable, and that we need a new orthodoxy, which sees science as
making a hierarchy of increasingly attenuated metaphysical assumptions about the comprehensibility and knowability of the
universe. This new conception has significant implications, as Maxwell explains. One is that it is part of current scientific
knowledge that the universe is comprehensible, even physically comprehensible. A second is that metaphysics and
philosophy are central to scientific knowledge. A third is thatscience possesses a rational, though fallible, method of
discovery. A fourth is that we need a new understanding of scientific method and rationality. Maxwell points the way
towards the solution, within his new conception, of long-standing philosophical problems about science, concerning
simplicity,induction, and progress. His goal is the reform not just of the philosophy of science but of science itself, and the
healing of the rift between the two.
What Does it Mean to be an Empiricist? Mar 27 2022 This book begins with an observation: At the time when empiricism
arose and slowly established itself, the word itself had not yet been coined. Hence the central question of this volume: What
does it mean to conduct empirical science in early modern Europe? How can we catch the elusive figure of the empiricist?
Our answer focuses on the practices established by representative scholars. This approach allows us to demonstrate two
things. First, that empiricism is not a monolith but exists in a plurality of forms. Today’s understanding of the empirical

sciences was gradually shaped by the exchanges among scholars combining different traditions, world views and
experimental settings. Second, the long proclaimed antagonism between empiricism and rationalism is not the whole story.
Our case studies show that a very fruitful exchange between both systems of thought occurred. It is a story of integration,
appropriation and transformation more than one of mere opposition. We asked twelve authors to explore these fascinating
new facets of empiricisms. The plurality of their voices mirrors the multiple faces of the concept itself. Every contribution
can be understood as a piece of a much larger puzzle. Together, they help us better understand the emergence of empiricism
and the inventiveness of the scientific enterprise.
Constructive Empiricism Jan 01 2020 Constructive empiricism is not just a view regarding the aim of science; it is also a
view regarding the epistemological framework in which one should debate the aim of science. This is the focus of this book
– not with scientific truth, but with how one should argue about scientific truth.
Extending Ourselves Nov 03 2022 Computational methods have become the dominant technique in many areas of science.
This book contains the first systematic philosophical account of these new methods and their consequences for scientific
method. This book will be of interest to philosophers of science and to anyone interested in the role played by computers in
modern science.
The Body as Object and Instrument of Knowledge May 17 2021 It was in 1660s England, according to the received view,
in the Royal Society of London, that science acquired the form of empirical enquiry we recognize as our own: an open,
collaborative experimental practice, mediated by specially-designed instruments, supported by civil discourse, stressing
accuracy and replicability. Guided by the philosophy of Francis Bacon, by Protestant ideas of this worldly benevolence, by
gentlemanly codes of decorum and by a dominant interest in mechanics and the mechanical structure of the universe, the
members of the Royal Society created a novel experimental practice that superseded former modes of empirical inquiry,
from Aristotelian observations to alchemical experimentation. This volume focuses on the development of empiricism as an
interest in the body – as both the object of research and the subject of experience. Re-embodying empiricism shifts the focus
of interest to the ‘life sciences’; medicine, physiology, natural history. In fact, many of the active members of the Royal
Society were physicians, and a significant number of those, disciples of William Harvey and through him, inheritors of the
empirical anatomy practices developed in Padua during the 16th century. Indeed, the primary research interests of the early
Royal Society were concentrated on the body, human and animal, and its functions much more than on mechanics. Similarly,
the Académie des Sciences directly contradicted its self-imposed mandate to investigate Nature in mechanistic fashion,

devoting a significant portion of its Mémoires to questions concerning life, reproduction and monsters, consulting empirical
botanists, apothecaries and chemists, and keeping closer to experience than to the Cartesian standards of well-founded
knowledge. These highlighted empirical studies of the body, were central in a workshop in the beginning of 2009 organized
by the unit for History and Philosophy of Science in Sydney. The papers that were presented by some of the leading figures
in this area are presented in this volume.
Logical Positivism, Pragmatism and Scientific Empiricism Oct 02 2022
Theoretical Empiricism Aug 27 2019
Images of Empiricism Jul 31 2022 Thirteen specially written essays discuss topics from the work of the leading philosopher
of science Bas van Fraassen. The unifying theme is empiricism. Included is an extensive and intriguing reply by van
Fraassen, in which he develops his views further, and offers new insights into the nature of science, empiricism, and
philosophy itself.
Logical Empiricism and the Physical Sciences Jan 31 2020 This volume has two primary aims: to trace the traditions and
changes in methods, concepts, and ideas that brought forth the logical empiricists’ philosophy of physics and to present and
analyze the logical empiricists’ various and occasionally contrary ideas about the physical sciences and their philosophical
relevance. These original chapters discuss these developments in their original contexts and social and institutional
environments, thus showing the various fruitful conceptions and philosophies behind the history of 20th-century philosophy
of science. Logical Empiricism and the Natural Sciences is divided into three thematic sections. Part I surveys the influences
on logical empiricism’s philosophy of science and physics. It features chapters on Maxwell’s role in the worldview of logical
empiricism, on Reichenbach’s account of objectivity, on the impact of Poincaré on Neurath’s early views on scientific
method, Frank’s exchanges with Einstein about philosophy of physics, and on the forgotten role of Kurt Grelling. Part II
focuses on specific physical theories, including Carnap’s and Reichenbach’s positions on Einstein’s theory of general
relativity, Reichenbach’s critique of unified field theory, and the logical empiricists’ reactions to quantum mechanics. The
third and final group of chapters widens the scope to philosophy of science and physics in general. It includes contributions
on von Mises’ frequentism; Frank’s account of concept formation and confirmation; and the interrelations between Nagel’s,
Feigl’s, and Hempel’s versions of logical empiricism. This book offers a comprehensive account of the logical empiricists’
philosophy of physics. It is a valuable resource for researchers interested in the history and philosophy of science, philosophy
of physics, and the history of analytic philosophy.

Empiricism and Darwin’s Science Mar 15 2021 I would like to record my thanks to Paul Thompson for useful conver
sations over the years, and also to several generations of students who have helped me develop my ideas on biological theory
and on Darwin. My wife has, as usual, been more than helpful; in particular she typed a good portion of the manuscript while
I was on leave a few years ago, more now than I like to remember. My parents were both looking forward to holding a final
copy of this book. I only regret that my mother did not live long enough to see its completion. I must also thank the
publishers and their staff. They have been re markably patient about meeting deadlines - promises were repeatedly made and
then, owing to family situations, had to be broken - and for this I am considerably in their debt. I would further like to thank
the following authors and publishers for permission to use their work: R. C. Lewontin, The Genetic Basis of Evolutionary
Change, Figure 1, p. 14; © 1964 Columbia University Press; reprinted here by kind permission of the author and publisher.
F. Wilson, 'Goudge's Contribution to the Philosophy of Science', in L. W. Sumner, J. G. Slater, and F. Wilson (eds.),
Pragmatism and Purpose: Essays in Honour of T. A. Goudge; © 1964 University of Toronto Press; reproduced here in part
by kind permission of all the editors and the publisher.
Logical Empiricism in North America Aug 08 2020 "An essential overview of an important intellectual movement, Logical
Empiricism in North America offers the first significant, sustained, and multidisciplinary attempt to understand the
intellectual, cultural, and political dimensions of logical empiricism's transmission from Europe, subsequent development in
North America, and influence on our understanding of science in the twenty-first century."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary
field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Beyond Empiricism Jan 13 2021
Science in the Age of Sensibility Nov 30 2019 Empiricism today implies the dispassionate scrutiny of facts. But Jessica
Riskin finds that in the French Enlightenment, empiricism was intimately bound up with sensibility. In what she calls a
"sentimental empiricism," natural knowledge was taken to rest on a blend of experience and emotion. Riskin argues that
sentimental empiricism brought together ideas and institutions, practices and politics. She shows, for instance, how the study
of blindness, led by ideas about the mental and moral role of vision and by cataract surgeries, shaped the first school for the
blind; how Benjamin Franklin's electrical physics, ascribing desires to nature, engaged French economic reformers; and how
the question of the role of language in science and social life linked disputes over Antoine Lavoisier's new chemical names
to the founding of France's modern system of civic education. Recasting the Age of Reason by stressing its conjunction with
the Age of Sensibility, Riskin offers an entirely new perspective on the development of modern science and the history of the

Enlightenment.
Scientific Progress Nov 10 2020 Kuhn and Feyerabend formulated the problem, Dilworth provides the solution. In the fourth
edition of this highly original book, Craig Dilworth answers the questions raised by the incommensurability thesis. Logical
empiricism cannot account for theory conflict. Popperianism cannot account for how one theory is a progression beyond
another. Dilworth’s Perspectivist conception of science covers both bases with a concept of scientific progress based on both
rationalism and empiricism.
Epistemology and Metaphysics for Qualitative Research Jul 27 2019 This clearly written and provocative text outlines the
wide range of epistemological and metaphysical pillars of research. In a clear, easy to follow style, the reader is guided
through an array of concepts that are defined, explained and made simple. With the aid of helpful examples and case studies,
the book challenges the prevailing modes of thinking about qualitative inquiry by showcasing an immense variety of
philosophical frameworks. Armed with a strong understanding of this philosophical backbone, students will be able to
choose and defend a ‘pick and mix’ of research methods that will uniquely complement their research. Empiricism
Rationalism Realism Skepticism Idealism Positivism Post-positivism Idea-ism Hermeneutics Phenomenology Social
Ontology Quantum Mechanics Essential reading for new and experienced researchers, this ‘must’ for any social science
bookshelf will help unlock a new level of research creativity.
Logical Empiricism and the Physical Sciences Jun 17 2021 This volume has two primary aims: to trace the traditions and
changes in methods, concepts, and ideas that brought forth the logical empiricists' philosophy of physics, and to present and
analyze the logical empiricists' various and occasionally contrary ideas about the physical sciences and their philosophical
relevance. These original essays discuss these developments in their original contexts and social and institutional
environments, thus showing the various fruitful conceptions and philosophies behind the history of twentieth-century
philosophy of science. Logical Empiricism and the Natural Sciences is divided into three thematic sections. Part I surveys
the influences on logical empiricism's philosophy of science and physics. It features essays on Reichenbach's account of
objectivity, and the impact Poincar on Neurath's early views on scientific method, Frank's exchanges with Einstein about
philosophy of physics, and the forgotten role of Kurt Grelling. Part II focuses on specific physical theories, including
Carnap's and Reichenbach's positions on Einstein's theory of general relativity, Reichenbach's critique of unified field theory,
and the logical empiricists' reactions to quantum mechanics. The third and final group of essays widens the scope to
philosophy of science and physics in general. It includes contributions, among others, on von Mises' frequentism, Frank's

account of concept formation and confirmation, and the interrelations between Nagel's Feigl's, and Hempel's versions of
logical empiricism. This book offers a comprehensive account of the logical empiricists' philosophy of physics. It is a
valuable resource for researchers interested in the history and philosophy of science, philosophy of physics, and the history
of analytic philosophy.
The Metaphysics of Science and Aim-Oriented Empiricism Apr 03 2020 This book gives an account of work that I have done
over a period of decades that sets out to solve two fundamental problems of philosophy: the mind-body problem and the
problem of induction. Remarkably, these revolutionary contributions to philosophy turn out to have dramatic implications for
a wide range of issues outside philosophy itself, most notably for the capacity of humanity to resolve current grave global
problems and make progress towards a better, wiser world. A key element of the proposed solution to the first problem is
that physics is about only a highly specialized aspect of all that there is – the causally efficacious aspect. Once this is
understood, it ceases to be a mystery that natural science says nothing about the experiential aspect of reality, the colours we
perceive, the inner experiences we are aware of. That natural science is silent about the experiential aspect of reality is no
reason whatsoever to hold that the experiential does not objectively exist. A key element of the proposed solution to the
second problem is that physics, in persistently accepting unified theories only, thereby makes a substantial metaphysical
assumption about the universe: it is such that a unified pattern of physical law runs through all phenomena. We need a new
conception, and kind, of physics that acknowledges, and actively seeks to improve, metaphysical presuppositions inherent in
the methods of physics. The problematic aims and methods of physics need to be improved as physics proceeds. These are
the ideas that have fruitful implications, I set out to show, for a wide range of issues: for philosophy itself, for physics, for
natural science more generally, for the social sciences, for education, for the academic enterprise as a whole and, most
important of all, for the capacity of humanity to learn how to solve the grave global problems that menace our future, and
thus make progress to a better, wiser world. It is not just science that has problematic aims; in life too our aims, whether
personal, social or institutional, are all too often profoundly problematic, and in urgent need of improvement. We need a new
kind of academic enterprise which helps humanity put aims-and-methods improving meta-methods into practice in personal
and social life, so that we may come to do better at achieving what is of value in life, and make progress towards a saner,
wiser world. This body of work of mine has met with critical acclaim. Despite that, astonishingly, it has been ignored by
mainstream philosophy. In the book I discuss the recent work of over 100 philosophers on the mind-body problem and the
metaphysics of science, and show that my earlier, highly relevant work on these issues is universally ignored, the quality of

subsequent work suffering as a result. My hope, in publishing this book, is that my fellow philosophers will come to
appreciate the intellectual value of my proposed solutions to the mind-body problem and the problem of induction, and will,
as a result, join with me in attempting to convince our fellow academics that we need to bring about an
intellectual/institutional revolution in academic inquiry so that it takes up its proper task of helping humanity learn how to
solve problems of living, including global problems, and make progress towards as good, as wise and enlightened a world as
possible.
Empiricism and Darwin’s Science Jun 25 2019 I would like to record my thanks to Paul Thompson for useful conver
sations over the years, and also to several generations of students who have helped me develop my ideas on biological theory
and on Darwin. My wife has, as usual, been more than helpful; in particular she typed a good portion of the manuscript while
I was on leave a few years ago, more now than I like to remember. My parents were both looking forward to holding a final
copy of this book. I only regret that my mother did not live long enough to see its completion. I must also thank the
publishers and their staff. They have been re markably patient about meeting deadlines - promises were repeatedly made and
then, owing to family situations, had to be broken - and for this I am considerably in their debt. I would further like to thank
the following authors and publishers for permission to use their work: R. C. Lewontin, The Genetic Basis of Evolutionary
Change, Figure 1, p. 14; © 1964 Columbia University Press; reprinted here by kind permission of the author and publisher.
F. Wilson, 'Goudge's Contribution to the Philosophy of Science', in L. W. Sumner, J. G. Slater, and F. Wilson (eds.),
Pragmatism and Purpose: Essays in Honour of T. A. Goudge; © 1964 University of Toronto Press; reproduced here in part
by kind permission of all the editors and the publisher.
The Scientific Image Jun 05 2020 Presenting an empiricist alternative to both logical positivism and scientific realism, this
book insists on a literal understanding of the language of science and on an irreducibly pragmatic dimension of theory
acceptance.
Empiricism and the Philosophy of Mind Feb 23 2022 The most important work by one of America's greatest twentiethcentury philosophers, Empiricism and the Philosophy of Mind is both the epitome of Wilfrid Sellars' entire philosophical
system and a key document in the history of philosophy. First published in essay form in 1956, it helped bring about a sea
change in analytic philosophy. It broke the link, which had bound Russell and Ayer to Locke and Hume--the doctrine of
"knowledge by acquaintance." Sellars' attack on the Myth of the Given in Empiricism and the Philosophy of Mind was a
decisive move in turning analytic philosophy away from the foundationalist motives of the logical empiricists and raised

doubts about the very idea of "epistemology." With an introduction by Richard Rorty to situate the work within the history of
recent philosophy, and with a study guide by Robert Brandom, this publication of Empiricism and the Philosophy of Mind
makes a difficult but indisputably significant figure in the development of analytic philosophy clear and comprehensible to
anyone who would understand that philosophy or its history.
Scientific Realism Oct 22 2021 Scientific realism is the optimistic view that modern science is on the right track. This book
argues that the history of science does not undermine this notion, suggesting it as the best philosophical account of science.
Explanation and Experiment in Social Psychological Science Apr 27 2022 This book is about explanation and experiment
in a science of human action. It aims to provide a philosophy of social psychological science that both embodies sound
principles of scientific reasoning and is sensitive to the social psychological dimensions of human action. The guiding
principle of this book is the belief that the logical forms of causal explanation and experimental evaluation can be ef fectively
employed in the scientific analysis of meaningful human action. According to most accounts, social psychological science
has been in a more or less constant state of crisis for the past decades, having been subject to a host of criticisms on moral,
political, methodological, and philosophical grounds. Many of these critiques have been directed against the still dominant
conception of social psychological enquiry as a causal and objective scientific discipline that is closely analogous to (if not to
be identified as a branch ot) the natural sciences. Thus, many of the most vigorous debates have concerned the nature of
explanation and the utility of experimentation in a social psychological discipline.
Logical Empiricism Jul 07 2020 This collection of essays reexamines the origins of logical empiricism and offers fresh
insights into its relationship to contemporary philosophy of science.
Problems of Empiricism: Volume 2 Dec 12 2020 Volume 1 presents papers on the interpretation of scientific theories,
together with papers applying the views developed to particular problems in philosophy and physics. The essays in volume 2
examine the origin and history of an abstract rationalism, as well as its consequences for the philosophy of science and
methods of scientific research.
Who Knows Sep 28 2019 Establishes a framework for a much-needed dialogue between feminist science critics and other
scientists and scholars about the nature of science.
Empiricism and Philosophy of Physics Apr 15 2021 This book presents a thoroughly empiricist account of physics. By
providing an overview of the development of empiricism from Ockham to van Fraassen the book lays the foundation for its
own version of empiricism. Empiricism for the author consists of three ideas: nominalism, i.e. dismissing second order

quantification as unnecessary, epistemological naturalism, and viewing classification of things in natural kinds as a human
habit not in need for any justification. The book offers views on the realism-antirealism debate as well as on the
individuation of theories as a thoroughly neglected aspect of underdetermination. The book next discusses a broad range of
topics, including the predicates body, spatial distance and time interval, the ontology of electromagnetism, propensities, the
measurement problem and other philosophical issues in quantum theory. Discussions about the direction of time and about
string theory make up the final part of the book.
Origins of Logical Empiricism Sep 08 2020 Logical empiricism remains a strong influence in the philosophy of science,
despite the discipline's shift toward more historical and naturalistic approaches. This latest volume in the eminent Minnesota
Studies in the Philosophy of Science series examines the main features of the intellectual milieu from which logical
empiricism sprang, providing the first critical exploration of this context by authors within the Anglo-American analytic
tradition of philosophy. These articles challenge the idea that logical empiricism has its origins in traditional British
empiricism, pointing instead to a movement of scientific philosophy that flourished in the German-speaking areas of Europe
in the first four decades of the twentieth century. The intellectual refugees from the Third Reich who brought logical
empiricism to North America did so in an environment influenced by Einstein's new physics, the ascension of modern logic,
the birth of the social sciences as rivals to traditional humanistic philosophy, and other large-scale social, political, and
cultural themes.
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